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In the Claims: 

1 . (Original) A method for preparing a hydroxyalkyl starch, comprising t le steps of: 
providing a starch; and 

reacting said starch with a starch hydroxyalkyl ating agent in the pre; ence of an 
alcohol and an alkali metal at a temperature effective to produce i granular 
hydroxyalkylated starch having an MS sufficient to render said hydroxyalkyl ited starch 
cold water soluble. 
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